
parishes to come together 
to pray for the unity of 
Christians together. 

Yesterday, it was a great 
joy to complete the conse-
cration of English Martyrs’ 
with the consecration of 
the side altar. This is now 
to be called the Chapel of 
Our Lady of Grace, or the 
Lady Chapel for short. 

I am once again impressed 
by the generosity of our 
parishioners who have sup-
ported Mary’s Meals, and 
the Toleza school in Mala-
wi and have reached the 
fundraising goal for the 
year ahead. Many thanks! 

Today, for Christian Unity 
week I will be preaching at 
B id du l p h  Met hod i s t 
Church. We welcome Fr 
John Walsh who is at St 
Joseph’s to cover at St Jo-
seph’s. Have a great week! 

I have been down to Lon-
don this week, to the par-
ish of St Elizabeth of Portu-
gal in Richmond. It was a 
great trip providing me 
with the opportunity to see 
what my good friend Fr 
Stephen Langridge is doing 
with the Renovation initia-
tive in that parish. They 
have already set up a parish 
welcome ministry, and 
have done two full Alphas, 
as well as having a Christ-
mas Carol Service for non-
church goers which result-
ed in a packed church. It 
was great to hear of their 
experiences, and also to 
take part in the launch 
evening of the ‘discipleship 
groups’ which are the fol-
low on from Alpha in that 
parish. I ended out cooking 
the food for the fifty peo-
ple who came! Fr Stephen 
emphasised how the 
‘invitation culture’ is so 

important to the initiative. 
We often get put off by the 
‘E’ word (evangelisation). 
All it means is inviting oth-
ers. Of course it also 
means having something to 
invite people too. But this 
is the key to Renovation. 
I’ll be preaching a ‘vision’ 
homily next week on Ren-
ovation once again. 

Our initial Alpha leaders 
and helpers group is grow-
ing, but we need your 
help. Don’t know how you 
can help? Come along on 
Friday evening to St Jo-
seph’s at 7pm and find out! 

This Sunday we are half 
way through the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 
This year we welcome Rev 
Steve Dyson who is 
preaching at Vespers this 
afternoon at English Mar-
tyrs’. It would be great to 
see people from across the 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Francis de Sales 

1567-1622 
Francis was from Savoy in 
the French Alps. At the age 
of 17 his true conversion of 
heart began. He became 
convinced of his sin and 
entered two years of de-
pression and illness. After 
this time he went to the 
image of Our Lady in a 
church in Parish and conse-
crated himself to her, and 

received the grace of 
knowledge of being forgiv-
en and the merciful love of 
God. This became the fo-
cus of his spirituality and 
preaching. He wrote The 
Devout Life, a simple work 
of spirituality aimed at lay 
people. He was appointed 
Bishop of Geneva at a 
stormy time during the 
Reformation. He was re-
nowned for his gentleness. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am  
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 21st   6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast Maureen & Daniel Brosnan 

Sunday 22nd 9.00am    Holy Mass  Frederick & Margaret Painter 

Third Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Frank Smithson 

the Year  1.00pm   Baptisms  

 3.00pm    Vespers  

    6.30pm Holy Mass Lilian, Thomas & Joan Doyle 

Monday 23rd 9.15am    Holy Mass Michael Flatley 

Feria (Christian Unity)   1.45pm  Holy Mass (in School) Private Intention 

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Deceased of Culshaw Family 

Tuesday 24th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Francis de Sales 9.15am    Holy Mass Timothy Child 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Pat Holmes 

Wednesday 25th  11.00am   Eucharistic Adoration  

Conversion of St 
Paul 

 12noon   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 26th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in Church) Holy Souls 

St Timothy & St Titus       

Friday 27th    6.00pm Holy Mass Bridie Kitching 

St Angela Merici    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 28th 10.30am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Thomas Aquinas   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Alison Reynolds-Harrington 

Sunday 29th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Michael Flatley 

Fourth Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael & Mick Fryer 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Michael Fleming 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for these intentions: 

St John’s: Elsie Walker; Agnes Coates; The Burns 
Family 
St Joseph’s: Margaret Hamshere 
St Patrick’s: Mykloz Pope & his Family 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicat-
ed for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on 
Monday evenings from 
7pm to 8pm for enquiries 
regarding baptisms, wed-
dings or any other matter. 
No need to book an ap-
pointment.  

Pope’s Intentions for January 

Please join in praying for the Pope’s intentions for 
the month 

Christian Unity That all Christians may be 
faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving 
with prayer and fraternal charity to restore 
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to 
meet the challenges facing humanity. 
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PASTORAL 
Vespers for Unity Week The an-
nual Vespers to pray for Christian 
Unity will take place at English Mar-
tyrs’ today at 3pm. The guest preach-
er will be Rev Steve Dyson, the new 
vicar of St Lawrence’s Biddulph. The 
Vespers will be followed by an after-
noon tea in the meeting room. Please 
bring cake! 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
of the SVP will be on Friday 3rd Feb-
ruary at 2pm at 77 Liverpool Road, 
Kidsgrove. 

Service at Ravenswood  We will 
be holding a short service for the 
residents of Ravenswood Care 
Home, Kidsgrove on 31st January, 
10.30am to 11am. This will be a reg-
ular service, monthly if possible, the 
dates will be announced in the bulle-
tin. If there are any parishioners with 
some free time you are most wel-
come to come along and join in. 

Diocesan Directory The 2016 
Archdiocese of Birmingham Catholic 
Directories are on sale at £3.  

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are planning another pilgrimage to 
Rome for the young people of the 
parish (those currently in Years 6 to 
12) for the February half term 2018. 
There will be a meeting at St Joseph’s 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

RENOVATION 
Renovation discussion groups 

We are half way through the reading 
of the book by Fr James Mallon Di-
vine Renovation. The groups will 
meet again in the week beginning 
22nd January (Sunday 5pm at St Pat-
rick’s; Tuesday 10.30am at English 
Martyrs’; Wednesday 7.30pm at St 
Joseph’s). The next meeting will look 
at the practical ways we can bring 
about renovation. If you haven’t tak-
en part yet, do come along and join 
in. If you want the book please see Fr 
Julian, priced £13.50. 

Alpha is coming! 

We met on Friday evening again this 
week and there were more people 

there willing to help. 
It’s not too late to be 
part of the team of 
helpers to get Alpha up 
and running. The Alpha 

sessions will be on Saturday mornings 
beginning on Saturday 4th February 
at St Joseph’s beginning with break-
fast at 9am. We do need more help-
ers: we need people who will work 
as welcomers, discussion leaders, 
practical helpers, and we need a 
prayer team. We will have our next 
planning and training session on Fri-
day this week (27th January) at 7pm 
at St Joseph’s. So please come along 
and be part of this exciting new pro-
ject. If you missed out on the infor-
mation  and training day for Alpha 
but would like to go, then there is 

another one at St Chad’s in Birming-
ham on Saturday 18th February, 
10.30am to 3.30pm. If you wish to 
go see Fr Julian.  

Prayer 

Please pray especially for our Alpha 
team, for prospective guests for Al-
pha, and for a great response from 
our parishioners to the initiative. 

What next? 

From our discussion groups we will 
draw up a list of priorities in order to 
put Renovation into practice one step 
at a time. Next week we will have 
another summary of the story so far 
in terms of our discussions. Fr Julian 
will also preach at all the Masses next 
Saturday/Sunday about Renovation. 

Church on Sunday 12th February  at 
4.30pm to begin planning for this 
pilgrimage. Would all young people 
and their parents please come along 
to that meeting. If you cannot make it 
then please register your interest by 
letting Fr Julian know. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
This year we will be taking a group to 
Lourdes to coincide with the Dioce-
san pilgrimage. This will be from 
Saturday 27th May to Friday 2nd 
June 2017. We are organising our 
own transport by train through Joe 
Walsh tours, and will be staying at 
the Stella Matutina Hotel that we 
have used before. We will also pay 
the participation fee for the Diocesan 
pilgrimage so as to be able to join in 
with all their events. More details 
available next week. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi This October half term, we 
are organising a pilgrimage to Rome 
and Assisi, jointly between our par-
ishes and Fr Miller’s parishes of Tun-
stall and Burslem. The programme is 
still being finalised, but we look for-
ward to being able to invite bookings 
in the near future. 

Adoration Day The day of Adora-
tion for Vocations at St Joseph’s will 
be Monday 6th February. The day of 
Adoration will begin at 9.30am and 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 25th Janu-
ary at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. 
Tea, coffee and biscuits for just a £2. 
If you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. It would 
be great to get new members. If you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

Cuppa & Chat There will be Cuppa 
& Chat on Monday 30th January at 2 
Mitchell Drive, Butt Lane starting at 
10.30am. If a lift is required please 
phone Janet on 782410 or Jean on 
772983. 

will end with Benediction at 5.45pm, 
and Mass at 6pm. There will be a list 
next Sunday to sign up for a time of 
watching and Adoration. The inten-
tion is to pray for vocations, but also 
for our Renovation iniative. 

Altar Consecration Very many 
thanks to everyone who came along 
to the consecration of the altar in the 
Chapel of Our Lady of Grace at Eng-
lish Martyrs’ on Saturday. Special 
thanks to all who helped with the 
making of bacon and sausage baps and 
cheese oatcakes. A feast fit for a king. 
Or even a bishop! 



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendour, strength 
and honour in his holy place. 
Response to the Psalm: The Lord is my light and 
my help. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Jesus 
proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom, 
and cured all kinds of sickness among the peo-
ple. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays I 
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  When we eat... 
Communion Antiphon: Look toward the Lord 
and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Third Sunday of the Year (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 696         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£354.20, Non-Gift Aid £187.46, 
Total £541.66.   
Goldenhill Gift Aid £208.00, Non-
Gift Aid £173.91, Total £381.91.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £172.00, Non-
Gift Aid £168.63, Total £340.63.  

Mary’s Meals Many thanks to eve-
ryone who responded to our Christ-
mas Crib Appeal this year. Our target 
each year is to raise £6000 for Toleza 
School in Malawi. The total cash 
amount raised this year was £5,365. 
With all the Gift Aid this takes it over 
£6000. It is a marvellous effort, and a 
wonderful response to such an inspi-
rational charity. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 4:12-23 

Isaiah prophesied that Zebulun and Naphtali, the lands in the north 
of Israel which were the first to be degraded by foreign nations, 
would be the first to see the light of God's salvation. Jesus today 
fulfils that prophecy—announcing the restoration of David's king-
dom at precisely the spot where the kingdom began to fall. His gos-
pel of the Kingdom includes not only the twelve tribes of Israel but 
all the nations. Calling His first disciples, two fishermen on the Sea 
of Galilee, He appoints them to be "fishers of men", gathering peo-
ple from the ends of the earth. They are to preach the gospel, Paul 
says in today's Epistle, to unite all peoples in the same mind and in 
the same purpose, in a worldwide kingdom of God. By their 
preaching, Isaiah's promise has been delivered. A world in darkness 
has seen the light. The yoke of slavery and sin, borne by humanity 
since time began, has been smashed. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

Mass for School Staff The annual 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Ella-Louise Kinder-Rigby and Pe-
nelope Rae Kinder-Rigby who are 
being baptised today at St Joseph’s. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks draw:1st Prize £20, 
No.180 C Taylor; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.34 G Lovatt; 3rd Prize £5, No.J 
Convey. Numbers are always availa-
ble to new members.  

Biddulph/Packmoor  125 Club 
After 17 years with the 125 Club 
Elsie will be retiring. Gloria & Roy 
will be taking over the draw and col-
lecting in the money. Subs can also be 
passed to any of the following : Paula 
Paskin, Teresa Dutton, Sheila Plant 
and Vincent Farrell,  just put it in an 
envelope with your name on and 
‘125 Club’. 

APF Red Boxes This is a notice for 
Biddulph and Packmoor parishioners 
only. Please bring your Red Boxes to 
church during February to be emp-
tied and counted. Thank you. 

CATSC Mass for teachers, school 
staff and governors will be on Tues-
day 31st January at 7pm at St Grego-
ry’s Church Longton. All staff and 
governors are invited to attend. 

Walsingham Association The 
AGM of the Association takes place at 
Holy Trinity, Newcastle, on Tuesday 
24th January. It begins with Mass at 
7pm followed by the meeting. New 
members are always welcome. Mem-

bership fees are £12 for individuals 
and £20 for families. 

Interested in youth work? There 
will be an information evening for 
anyone interested in applying for 
employment and volunteering posi-
tions in the youth ministry of the 
Archdiocese (Alton Castle, Soli 
House, BCYS…). The evening is on 
Wednesday 15th February at 7pm at 
Alton Castle. 

Rise Up! Freedom & Brother-
hood This year, once again, Jimmy 
Mitchell is leading a retreat for young 
men aged 16 to 35 at Alton Castle on 
the weekend of 10th to 12th 
Feburary. For more information go 
to www.bcys.co.uk 

Face 2 Face: Just 4 Men There will 
be a day for young men aged 14 to 18 
at the National Motorcycle Museum 
on Wednesday 5th April from 
9.30am to 5.30pm, with the Arch-
bishop, Fr Frankie Mulgrew and Jim-
my Mitchell. Transport available. See 
Fr Julian to book a place. 


